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" No. Oh, I dare say you have heard of people
dying of it, but my doctor assures me that isn't
so. Whilst people are waiting to die of angina
old age overtakes them/' He shook her arm.
"Come, don't let's talk of anything so morbid.
The point that I was coming to is this. What
will happen if somebody younger and more at-
tractive suddenly glitters into your life?"

"I don't think I am one of the people who
find the young and attractive very fascinat-
ing."

" Silly little goose! How can you know your-
self very well, tucked away in that convent, with
never half an eye to the world. I'm about the
only man you've met."

"Oh no, this autumn I've met all kinds of
people; you've taken me about, haven't you?"

" I've done my best. But the future is always
unsure. It is the unread book, and anything may
be on its pages. Doreen, quite seriously, what
shall we do if we have been too hasty, and you
have made a mistake?"

"I ... I haven't made a mistake," she pro-
tested stubbornly.

"If that does happen, 111 stand back. I'll re-
member today, and Fll stand back. It'll be the
only decent thing that I can do."

* It would hurt you too much!" If I have made
a mistake, I hope I'll have the good sense to keep
quiet about it," she said, and held up her face
to be kissed.

Then they walked back into the house to-
gether.